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ECONOMIC SOLIDARITY OF AMERICAS being accomplished, according to Vice President © 
Wallace in March issue of “Free World." Stressing that it was no easy task to 
coordinate the economies of the Americas for functioning independently of over- 
seas enemy powers, Mr. Wllace said: "If we can defeat Hitler -- and I have no 
reason to doubt that we can, --"there is good reason to believe that we shall 
emerge from our victory more determined than ever to maintain on a lasting basis 
the economic solidarity of the Americas." (Christian Science Monitor ) 


REVISED GUAYULE BILL PASSED by Congress Feb. 28, awaits President's signature. 

As passed, bill permits plantings of guayule shrub anywhere in Western Hemisphere. 
President vetoes previous measure because it confined project to United States. 
Guayule Rubber Day at Salinas, Calif., proclaimed by Governor Olson to mark open- 
ing of project in that state. Forest Service, in charge of plantings for Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, plans to plant all available seed in 700 acres of nurseries 
and to set out 2,000 acres in field plants. Bureau of Plant Industry will super- 
vise planting of 150 one-acre test plots in southwestern states. (N.Y. Times 

and other sources) 





GOODRICH PRESIDENT MINIMIZES GUAYULE PLAN as solution to nation's rubber problem. 
John L. Collyer, who advocated large-scale rubber production two years ago, says 
Germany "now is moving on tires with 75 percent synthetic rubber." (N.Y. Times) 


NATURAL RUBBER PRODUCTION STUDIED on sovernment operated station in Florida in 
order to produce new types which will inject vigor into rubber potentialities of 
Central and South America. Under direction of H. F. Loomis, the output of latex 
has been increased from 3 pounds per tree to 30 pounds. It takes 14 pounds of 
latex to make a tire. Further, the 1,200 "suinea pig" rubber trees are turning 
out 90,000 saplings annually for transplanting in Latin America. (N.Y. Times) 


DELAY IN LATIN AMERICAN RUBBER PRODUCTION seen on basis of recent testimony be- 
fore House Appropriations Committee, made public as Department's 1943 appropria- 
tions bill is introduced in House. Department representatives say 70,000 tons 

a year may be produced.from wild rubber in Central and South America but that this 
will require 18 to 20 months and price will be higher than present New York price 
of crude rubber. Dr. E. Wi. Brandes, Bureau of Plant Industry, says synthetic 
rubber is “definitely one of the sources of rubber that will have to be turned 
to," adds that for most purposes synthetic rubber must be mixed with natural 
product. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


WAR RISK RATES AGAIN INCREASED as "direct result" of continued sinkings of vessels 
by subs, particularly on shipments along Atlantic Coast of Yestern Hemisphere. 
This is second time within 7 dsys that underwriters have felt it necessary to in- 
crease rates on Atlantic Coast voyages. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 
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LATIN NATIONS ACT TO ALLOT U.S. GOODS to users by setting up agencies which will 
issue certificates proving need for articles, as well as ultimate uses. OCertifi- 
cates, which will be forwarded to U.S. suppliers, will be requests for this 

government to grant licenses for articles requested. This procedure is intended 


to prevent diversion of scarce articles and materials to non-essential uses. 
(N.Y. Times) 


LATIN ANERICAN ENGINEERS make survey of electrisal equipment industry as part of 
Rural Electrification Administration training course and prelude to actual field 
work in REA program. (U.S. D.A. press release) 
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Policy Association. Says that by December, 1941, Latin America had recovered 
well from trade dislocations of early days of war but entrance of U.S. in war will 
cause decline in exports of non-essential materials from Latin America, even 
though war materials continue to move. Sees Latin America bearing disproportion- 
ate share of economic dislocations of war "unless it obtains the supplies neces- 
sary to operate its economic life and maintain employment." (N.Y. Journal of 
Commerce) 


U.S.-BRAZILIAN ECONOMIC COLLABORATION provided in four agreements signed in Wash- 
ington by Brazilian Finance Minister Arthur de Souza Costa, Brazilian Ambassador 
Carlos Martins, and appropriate U.S. officials. Agreements provide: (1) 
$100,000,000 Export-Import Bank credit for mobilization of Brazil's productive 
resources; (2) development of Itabara mining properties and Victoria-Minas rail- 
road to make high grade iron ores available; (3) expanded lend-lease assistance 
to Brazil; (4) establishment of $5,000,000 fund by Rubber Reserve Co. to be used 
in developing raw rubber production of Amazon Vallev, accompanied by agreement 
to purchase Brazilian rubber for five years.  Visatisto U.S. of Brazilian seamen 
cial mission headed by Dr. de Souza Costa was direct result of economic resoiu- 
tions of Rio conference. (N.Y. Times) 


CHILEAN NITRATE SCHEDULE EXTENDED to March 31. Shipments of nitrate will only be 
made against allocations by the War Production Board for each fertilizer manu- 
facturer or industrial user. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


BARGES PLANNED TO MOVE CUBAN SUGAR to U.S. via inland Atlantic water routes. 
Barges would pass through narrow waters of Florida Keys where they would be safe 
from sub attack and then through protected canals, bavs and rivers along sea- 
board to refinery destinations. If barges prove feasible, use will be extended 
to other commodities. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


CUBAN GROUP TO DISCUSS TRADE AND MANUFACTURE OF WAR MATERIALS. President Fulgen- 
Cio Batista appointes a commission to go to Washington immediately to effect an 
agreement for more extensive interchange of products, and to discuss problem of 
maritime traffic and make final arrangements for $25,000,000 loan by Export-Import 
Bank of Washington. (N.Y. Times) 


MEXICO SEEKS TO EXPAND PEPPER EXPORTS by cultivation under the direction of the 
Ministry of Agriculture. Pepper exporting under new rules can only be done By 
planters who prove they are engaged in rational cultivation by presenting certifi- 
cates to that effect. Ministry looks to U.S. as important outlet for Mexican 
peppers. (N.Y.Journal of Commerce) 
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‘ANGLO-AMERICAN CARTBBEAN ‘COMMISSION ‘eatabliched to Sane Bieaan economic 

ties between American and British island possessions in the Caribbean. Men- 
date of committee defined as being concerned with "matters pertaining to labor, 
agriculture, housing, health, education, social welfare, finance, economics 

and related subjects," Committee will study possibility of lifting tariff and 
immigration barriers among islands so as to permit freer exchange of food, 

raw materials and labor supplies. Carl Robbins, former president of the. Com- 
modity Credit Corporation, named member of advisory committee to Commission. 
(N.Y. Herald Tribune) ; 


“COORDINATION*OF DIPLOMATIC PROMISES ITH. SUPPLY SITUATION in relations. with 
Latin America advised by export traders who say that Latin. America must be 
made to understand that it will have to share our shortages as well as our 
surpluses. Disclaiming any desire to criticize official handling of Latin 
American matters, traders generally express pessimism about future of inter- 
American relations unless actual situation is made clear, They point to Rio 
promises of reduced tariffs and other trade barriers, and subsequent Washing- 
ton hearings on proposed trade agreements with Peru, and the strong objections 
raised by interests here against all proposals iia to reduce such bar- 
‘riers. (N.Y. Times) 


INTER-AMERICAN COFFEE BOARD decides to permit entry of excess quota coffee in 
unlimited amounts above present 15 percent regulation so that all available 
shipping space may be utilized. Excess quota coffee will be held in bond, and 
used with the Board's approval, only if needed. © (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


WICKARD DIRECTS START OF GUAYULE PLANTINGS ‘after President signs bill auth- 
orizing program for emergency rubber production.’ Secretary of Agriculture 
says Forest Service and Bureau of Plant Industry will make plantings this year 
in California, Arizona, New Mexico and Mexico; emphasizes that project in it- 
self does not promise early solution of nation's rubber supply Brothem 

- (Washington Post) 





RUBBER FROi{ BRAZIL AND ECUADOR being used to manufacture tires in Chicago 
plant, according to Venezuelan newspaper reports. (Washington Post) 


HEMISPHERE HEALTH PROGRAM OUTLINED by Nelson Rockefeller. Program will be 
directed by Dr. G. C. Dunham, specialist in tropical medicine, who has been 
appointed director of a new division of health and sanitation in OCIAA. Drs 
Dunham has already undertaken a project in Ecuador, concentrating in areas 
holding potentialities for the development of rubber and other supplies nec- 
“essary to our war effort. (N.Y. Times) 


15,000 MOTOR CARS LICENSED FOR EXPORT to Latin America under decision of Wer 


Production Board. (Export Trade and Shipper, March 9) 
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ARGENTINE HOG INDUSTRY EXPANDS as result of unprecedented market outlet for 
pork end extremely low corn prices. United Kingdom has. agreed to take 88 
million pounds of frozen boneless pork. Packers are of opinion that hog re- 
ceipts in calendar year 1942 may reach 2 million head, contrasted. to .esti- 
mated 1,406,000 head in 1941 and 906,000 in 1940. Current low corn prices en- 
able hogs 6 be fed profitably to Re agien weights. (Foreign Crops and Markets) 


BRAZIL'S MERCHANT FLEET ORDERED IMMOBILIZED by President Vargas. Flow of cof- 
fee which supplies 60 percent of United States requirements expected to be 
slowed considerably. Immediate effect may be felt because 60,000 tons are al- 
ready en route, mostly in Brazilian ships. Among other commodities which will 
feel impact of suspension order are manganese, castor seed, hides, cottonseed 
and orange oil, as well as other essential oils, cocoa, carnatiba wax and crude 
drugs. | ‘Possibie declaration of war anticipated in view of close link between 
ship tieup order and issuance by President Vargas of decree vesting himself 
with full power to declare war or a state of national emergency. (N.Y. Journal 
of Commerce) 


TECHNICAL MISSION TO BRAZIL TO STUDY VEGETABLE OILS. Expansion of domestic 
production under Department of Agriculture's Food for Freedom program may make 
up deficit this year, but increasing war demands make development of other 
sources necessary. Directly dependent on vegetable oils are glycerine, soap, 
tinplate and textile industries. Dr. George S. Jamieson, Bureau of Agricul- 
tural Chemistry and Engineering , is U,S,D,A. representative on mission. (N.Y. 
Herald Tribune) - ici : 


COLOMBIA READJUSTS ECONOMY to war conditions with minimum interruption of busi- 
ness, due chiefly to successful operation of Inter-American Coffee Agreement, 
normal production of petroleum and United States' ability to provide Colombia 
-with ready market for gold, silver, platinum, bananas . and coffee. (Report 

from U, S, Embassy, Bogoté) 


CUBAN TOBACCO EXPORTS decline during January, but shipments_to U.S. increase 
as compared with January, 1941. For second consecutive month Spain, Cuba's 
largest market after the U.S., did not figure as an importer of Cuban tobacco 
products. (Report from U.S. Consulate General, Havane ) 


CUBAN VEGETABLE EXPORTERS THREATENED with serious loss due to irregularity in 
Shipping schedules, Article in "El Avance" recites destruction on docks of 
thousands of cases of products and threatened loss of additional volume of 
vegetables, chiefly lima beans, at present awaiting shipment. (Report from 
U.S. Consulate General, Havana) 


CUBA GETS MILLIONS FROM U.S. Of $6,816,000 in currency exported by U.S, banks 


during February, $6,600,000 went to Cuba, Little U.S. currency is being re- 


turned from Cuba, leedtae to belief that active hoarding is basis for unusual 
demand. (N.Y. Times) 
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MOLASSES SHORTAGE THREATENS CUBAN LIQUOR INDUSTRY, say officials of Bacardi 

Rum Company and other distilleries, insisting that unless molasses quotas 

are granted thousands of workers will be jobless. (Cuban Chamber of Commerce - 
Semi-Monthly Digest, Feb. 28) 


EXPORTATION OF CATTLE ON HOOF banned in Cuba. Presidential decree declares 
that export permits may be issued by Minister of Agriculture only where de- 
velopment of Cuban cattle industry is not affected in any way. (Cuban Chamber 
of Commerce, Semi-Monthly Digest, Feb. 28) 


ECUADOR'S IMPORTS FROM U.S. increase from 58.8 percent of its total world 
imports in 1940 to 75.8 percent in 1941, Commerce Department reports. Exports 
to U.S. during same period rise from 59.6 percent to 75.5 percent. (Export 
Trade and Shipper, March 9) prt ~ one 


RUG WEAVING IN ECUADOR may expand because of spread of war to Orient end Near 
Bast, Department of Commerce reports. Future of this industry seems to de- 
pend chiefly on ability of U.S. to supply requisite raw materials, largely 
dyed yarns. U.S. importers and distributors report South American hand-made 
rugs do not sell well in this country because of comparatively high cost, 
aie of weaving and poor designing and coloring. (N.Y. Journal of Com- 
merce 


MEXICO SEEKING MORE U.S. CAPITAL, according to Eduardo de Villasefior, director 
general of the Bank of Mexico. Increase in Mexican trade with U.S. so far, 

he explains, has failed to make up for loss of trade with Europe, which for- 
merly constituted 30 percent of total volume. Says increased Mexican exports 
to U.S. have not been greatly profitable for Mexico since prices have been 
fixed in Washington. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


MEXICAN WORKERS PLEDGE STRIKE CURB during world crisis. Both major labor 
parties accede to President Avila Camacho's request to abandon-strikes, re- 
ceiving promises that their demands will be considered by the Federal Labor 
Department. (N.Y. Times) 


NICARAGUAN COFFEE SALES URGED while maximum prices are being paid. Some 
growers, learning of possible coffee shortage in U.S., have been holding out 
for higher prices. Bank of Nicaragua warns crops should be sold as soon as 
possible to avoid losses, because of ship shortage. (N.Y. Times) 


NICARAGUA'S CUSTOMS REVENUES INCREASE, reflecting larger importations, as 
the coffee quota system raised prices of coffee, and this, with the largest 
gold production in the Republic's history, permitted Nicaragua to spend al- 
most $10,000,000 for merchandise from the U. S. (N.Y. Times) 
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PERU'S FOREIGN TRADE AT: ALL-TIME- — of: .851,916, ane soles in 1941, coe 


with 724,545,559 soles in 1940. (N.Y. Times) Tee es ‘ 


HEREDITY-CHANGING DRUG Il’PROVES SESAME STRAINS, reports Professor D. G. Langham 
of the Instituto Experimental de Agricultura y Cria at Caracas, Venezuela, who 
has succeeded in obtaining new strains of sesame with much higher oil content 
seeds by treating standard strains with colchicine. New strains “have-a double 
chromosome number and the seeds average 56 percent larger. (N.Y. Times) | 
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fl: S.-LATIN Ab (CAN BALANCE OF TRADE REVERSED from a’net U.S. export | 
_ during the previous three years to a net import balance in the calendar 
1941, Bureau of- Census reports. General imports of merchandise into U.S. 
1941 from other American republics exceeded exports by $106,072,000, Mer 
dise import balances in '41 particularly heavy from Argentina, Cuba, Chil 
Brazil, Uruguay and Bolivia. (N.Y, Times) , 

















Association. Says war may aid in ievslopmens of Latin American resources “ 
is likely to create serious problems of post-war adjustment. Reports indu 


ery needed. (N.Y. Times) 


DEVELOPMENTS IN SHIPPING SITUATION: Chilean freighter Tolten sunk by submari 
after discharging cargo of nitrate at Baltimore and while proceeding in ballas 


toward New York; Chilean cabinet considers action to be taken. Two Mexican 


fication. Uruguayan merchant ship torpedoed off Haiti and interned German shi 
¥ Tecoma is seized at Montevideo in reprisal. (Christian Science Monitor and 
Ye Nets Times) 


BARTER TRADE ACCORD BETWERN ARGENTINA AND SPAIN reported from Madrid, where 
AY Foreign Ministry says 500,000,000 pesetas (about $40,000,000) is involved and ae 
reports Spanish trade mission will go to Buenos Aires to arrange details. Es- 
tablishment of Argentine-Spanish shipping company and airline said to be con- 
templated. Official Argentine circles in Washington disclaim any special 
Significance to reported agreements, Alexander 1). Vieddell, U.S. Ambassador to 
Spain, in U.S. on visit, says any far-reaching agreements are unknown to him. 
(Washington Post) 


prosperous conditions in livestock enterprises but low prices and unmarketable 
3 surpluses of grains and flaxseed. Comparing 1941 with the 1934-1938 average the 
. value of exports of livestock products rose from 596,055,000 pesos to 909,141,000 
; pesos, and grains and flaxseed declined from 992,713,000 pesos to 346,548,000 a 
. pesos (Report from U.S. Embassy, Buenos Aires) 7 


‘ AGRICULTURAL SITUATION IN ARGENTINA in 1941 characterized by high prices and a 
é 


more than 100 percent higher than five-year average. Sunflower seed supplies 
bulk of vegetable oil production of country. Cultivation of peanuts has shown 
a decline. Total veretable oil production in 1940 amounted to 116,000 tons of 
oil, obtained from 554,000 tons of seed crushed. Of total oil produced in 
1940, sunflower contributed 73,594 tons and cotton seed 16,512 tons. (N.Y. 
Journal of Commerce) 


_ SUNFLOWER SEED OUTPUT RISES SHARPLY IN ARGENTINA. Sowings for present season 
‘ 4 


eS ete 


CARNAUBA PALM! FIBER similar to raffia but not regarded as promising commercially 
because of bulk of dried leaves, a factor which would increase shipping costs. 

At present, dried leaves are burned after valuable wax is removed. (U.S. Vice ' 
Consulate, Fortaleza, Brazil) ee 

















ree. SUPPLY AMPLE, Office of pide dno straenon are War Pro: 
report, advising Aonaens yes! withdrawal of Brazilian shipping from § 
not materially affect situation in this country, since only si 11 pel 
of Brazilian coffee is shipped in Brazilian vessels. (N.Y. Times) 
ports only 318, 000 bags of coffee were imported from Brazil in first hal 
March, compared with 669,000 bags in same period a yes cers Ci, Ys Journa 
Commerce) i 3 




























“HIGHER OCEAN FREIGHT RATES FROM BRAZIL authorized by ‘lar Shippine Adminis 
tion to correct abnormal Situation of September 1940 that depressed rates 
pmoet commodities of River Plate and Brazil. Among commodities affected a 
cacao, babasst kernels, oiticica and other vegetable oils, Brazil nuts, ca 
seed and chrome and manganese ore. New rates are exceptions to laritime Cor 
mission's order thet ocean freight rates be adjusted to those in effect sept. 


1) 1940, ve Y, Journal of Commerce) 
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U.S. COLOMBIA LEND-LEASE PACT, sizned by Acting sue eee of State simian We 
and Dr, Gabrie] Turbay, Caserbian! ambassador, to provide ,20,000,000 to 
$30, 000, 000 in war materials to South American country. (Viashine-ton Post) 


7 





OMINICAN SUGAR OUTPUT HICHFR. Current 1941-42 crop season estimated at 
ae 000 lonz tons as compared with $94,000 tons in previous season. (i. be 


Journal of Commerce) 

















MEXICO CHEERED BY U.S. AID. Export ruling releases tannic, citric and sul- 
“phuric acids, analine oils , agricultural machinery, iron and steel, alloys 
which are needed to maintain industrial equilibrium. This cooperation bet 
the U.S. and liexico is expected to avert the shutdown of industries employ 


100,000 workers. (N.Y. times) Cake 


‘ MEXICO ADOPTS AUTO AND TIRE RATIONING under two presidential decrees establi 
‘ ing war priorities system similar to that in U. S. Decrees direct all import 
assembly plants, retailers and manufacturers to resister with Linistry of ~ 

National Economy, giving full details of their stocks. (Christian Science 


Monitor) 


MEXICAN LABOR FACES U.S. BARRIPR. Obstacles to use of ‘Mexican labor in 
defense industries or apricultural work include fact that Washington has 
immigration arrangement for temporary labor; complications art Sie out 
present requirements that visas be granted only to those who "are not 
to become public charges;" and illegality of wholesale contracting of 
labor. (Christian Science Monitor) 


Chinese population with products een have been cut off by war. 
banner year in Yucatén; henequén production running above last year; s 
cane production higher; garlic crop increased. (Report from U.S. Emba 
Mexico City) 
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MEXICO IMPORTING MUCH U.S. AND CANADIAN WHEAT, Shipments, under control of 

the Mexican Government, reach peak with shipment of 92 car loads in one day. 
Wheat flour is being used to large extent in Mexico in place of corn meal in 
making tortillas. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


MEXICO BUILDS FIRST AIRPLANE ever to be constructed in the Republic, giving 

it the Aztec name, Tezitutldn, in honor of the birthplace of Mexico's Presi- 
dent. This plane is the first in a series of 100 of the same type which will 
be constructed for use by students of the Military School of Aviation of Mont- 
errey and for daily use by pilots of the National Air Service. (Yhristian 
Science Monitor) 


MEXICO TRIES TO CHANNEL IDLE CAPITAL INTO INDUSTRY. Bank of Mexico informs 
private banks that 50 percent of all paper they discount at the Central Bank 
must be for loans for industrial or agricultural purposes. Banks say this is 
impossible and it is expected that the rule will be changed to require half of 
every bank's investments to be industrial or agricultural, (N.Y. Times) 


‘ 


NICARAGUAN MONEY CIRCULATION largest in history of republic. Despite war the 
value of the cérdoba has remained strong in terms of the dollar, as the dif- 
ficulty of making purchases in the U.S., the hither price for coffee and the 
gold exports have piled up available dollars and the exchange situation seems 
to be improving. (N.Y. Times) 


MERCURY MINE IN PERU MAY BE EXPLOITED SOON. Mercury deposit in the Choata dis- 
trict reported to have sufficient ore reserves blocked out to justify erection 


of 20-ton daily capacity furnace. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


PUERTO RICO COURT SIGNS DECREE TO REDISTRIBUTE LAND, All but 500 acres of the 
10,000-acre holdings of the Cambalache sugar mill at Arecibo will be turned 
over to government agencies for redistribution in accordance with a 42-year-old 
law prohibiting an individual or corporation from owning more than 500 acres. 
At least nine other sugar properties face similar action. (N.Y. limes) 


VENEZUELA DEVELOPS NEW INDUSTRIES as result of shipping shortage. Meat canning 
plant to slaughter, refrigerate and can 150 head of cattle a day. Large liquor 
factory and cotton gin and mill established. Another result of cessation of 

free world trade has been increase of business among South American nations. 
Venezuelans are buying Ecuadoran leather soods directly from Ecuador instead of 
importing them from New York. Argentinian cloth, Brazilian cheese, Uruguayan meat 
are replacing European and U.S. products. (N.Y. Times) 
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RECONSTRUCTION FINANCE CORPORATION ANNOUNCES QUININE LOSS soHalf-million to 
2 million ounces of quinine purchased on recommendation of. War~Production Board 
"lost at sea." Commercial production of quinine products from wild“cinchona 
trees in South America berun last year, but commercial harvesting of high grade 
bark from the new plantings in tropical America still several years away, and 
at that time the Western Hemisphere can. become entirely independent of Far East- 
ern quinine sources. (New York Times) 
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SECRETARY OF COM ‘ERCE REPORTS EFFORTS TO SECURE SUPPLIFS. Import arrangements 
by Defense Supplies Corporation include all available supply of Argentine horse 
hair with purpose of replacing hog bristles; quinine in value of $6,050,000, 
including 1,500,000 ounces received, 50,000 ounces lost at sea and 3,165,000 
ounces recently purchased in form of bark and ordered to Australia for reship- 
ment; planting, harvesting and decortication of abacaé on 20,000 acres in Central 
America with an expected yield of 1,000 to 1,500 pounds per acre. With Mexico, 
arrangements have been made for the countrv's entire exportable surplus of a 
number of strateric and critical fibers and metals, (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


WPB PROHIBITS USE OF COCONUT OI., babassti oil, palm kernel oil and other oils 
having @ high glycerine yield in manufacture of margarine, shortening or cook- 
ine fat. (Christian Science Monitor) 


ARGENTINE TRADE GAIN REPORTED by Argentine Central Bank, Main reason for this 
favorable situation is increased purchases of Argentine produce by U.S., more 
' than compensatine for decline in 1941 of exports to destinations outside the 
Americas. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


ARGENTINA PLANS DISPLAY OF SHOES suitable for export to U.S. in hope of further 
developing export markets for Argentine footware. Shoemaking factories repre- 
sent an investment of more than a hundred million pesos, and employ about three 
hundred thousand workers. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


AUTO RATIONING SET IN ARGFNTINA by Departments of Finance and Agriculture. Part 
of Argentina's plan to help offset shortage of rubber includes investigation of 
guayule cultivation. There are certain districts in Argentina where the climate 
and soil are similar to those in California and Mexico. It is intended to »yur- 
chase seeds with view to prospective cultivation of guayule under similar con- 
ditions in Argentina. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


ARGEY TINE WHEAT MARKET UNCHANGED, according to report from Buenos Aires. "A 
state of almost chronic inactivity has set in and nothing can be done about it 
until a change takes place in world conditions." (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


SHIPPING AFFECTS ARGENTINE CASEIN. Freight rates up 35 percent as space grows 
searce and uncertain. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


Perel it can be sold Seiecd oad aereae ance alist es es) eplace t ; 
salted cod which until the war was imported from Norway, It has no scales, « 
grunt like a pig, and fertilizes its eggs before laying them. (NX. Y. Beau 
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BRAZIL'S COFFEE CROP DOWN, as result of lack of rain between October and June 
last year, following prolonged drought of 1940 from which most plantations ha 
not fully recuperated. Estimates put So Paulo output at 4 million bags. (MN 
Journal of Commerce) ee i 





BRAZIL'S POSITION IMPROVED, according to report of Dr. Assis de Figueiredo, 
assistant director of Brazil's Departamento de Imprensa.e Propaganda. He pr 
dicts that many aspects of Brazil's requirement will be met by the country's 
growing industrial production, reducing her dependence upon overseas sources. 
achieve maximum development of its potentialities in shortest possible time, © 
Brazil has established “one of the most advanced systems of labor law," by wh 
it is not only training a new labor supply but keeping its present supply of 
labor well cared for. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) i 


BRAZILIAN FIRMS HOARDING RUBBER, awaiting higher prices. Government plans 
measures to assure supply to United States and may commandeer hoarded stocks, 
paying market price. One Belém dealer reported to be hoarding about 1 ,000 t 
of crude rubber. It is believed he sold rubber to Axis countries and was in- 
strumental in increasing prices about a year ago. (New York limes) 


ra 
U.S. TO.BUY BLOCK OF COLOMBIAN COFFEE, Arrangements reported made by War Des 
partment for purchase of 300,000 bags of coffee from stock held in Colombia by 
the National Federation of Colombian Coffee Growers for shipment within the ne? 
60 days to, the U.S. Government will soy vessels for movement of this coff 
as it proposes to do in the purchase of approximately a similar quantity from 
Brazil. In both instances the coffee will be entered as part of current quotas. — 
(N.Y. Journal of Commerce) y 





CUBAN GOVERNMENT TO CONTROL TOBACCO INDUSTRY. Minimum price will be fixed for ita 
tobacco, cigars and cigarettes. .liinister of Agriculture will direct regula tua 
governing development of industry. (N.Y. Times) 


ECUADOR HAS AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES to supply half of U.S. hemp needs and imp 
ant portion of quinine, tapioca, rubber and sugar requirements, according to 
Dr. Roberto Levi here on special economic mission for Ecuador. Chief obstacle 
in such agricultural development according to Dr. Levi is in convincing Bouade 
producers that present U.S. needs would be of sufficient permanence to make 
capital investments worth while. Except for cacao production, most of the n 
tion's agricultural resources have not been touched since last World War, he 
says. The nation possesses vast numbers of rubber trees ‘of all ages and ha 
ing a high yield." In addition, Dr. Levi states that cinchona trees are ave 
able in such numbers as to make possible at least a 200 percent increase in — 
quinine production. (N.Y. Times) 
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~ CRUX OF ECUADORAN AGRICULTURAL PROBLEM is resettlement of population from de- . 
‘pleted soil of highlands to rich lowlands west of Andes, says E. G. Holt, head 
of Ecuadoran Economic Resources Mission, at meeting of Amer ican Society of 
Agricultural Sciences, Dr. S. 0. Fladness of Bureau of Animal Industry dis- 
cusses inter-American activities in livestock disease control. 


ECONOMIC AND BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN GUATEMALA during 1941 generally stable, due 
chiefly to better outlook prevailing for Guatemalan coffee. Although U.S. was 
sole important market for that commodity, successive increases in prices during 
the year larrely offset shrinkage in or complete closure of other world markets. 
Outlook appears favorable. “holesale shipment of native handicraft may make 

up for loss of individual sales suffered by virtual disappearance of tourist 
traffic. (Report from U.S. Commercial Attaché, Guetemala City) 


HAITIAN PRESIDENT ARRIVES IN WASHINGTON, accompanied by his Minister of Agri- 
culture, Maurice Dartigue. Sumer Welles says shipping shortage will be dis- 
cussed with President Blie Lescot. (N.Y. Times) 


MEXICO'S COFFEE EXPORTS TO U.S. slowed up by ship shortage, explains Ministry 
of Agriculture. Sea deliveries of this coffee are only ones possible because 
rail deliveries would be too expensive. (N.Y. Journal of Commerce) 


MEXICAN OIL ISSUE BELISVED NEAR ACCORD. Foreign Minister Ezequiel Padilla is 

on his way to Washington to help pave way for oil agreement. Reports of special 
appraisers on oil properties expropriated from U.S. companies will soon be 
available. (Harold Callender. N.Y. Times) 


NICARAGUAN TRADE CHIEFLY WITH U.S., with imports of $9,000,000 comprising 88 
percent of all received. Peru was second to U.S., selling $350,000 worth of 
gasoline and kerosene. Imports showed an increase of .25 percent over those of 
preceding year. Nicaragua's 1942 trade prospects appear bright because of 
high coffee and country's production of gold. (N.Y. Times) 


CRUDE RUBBER FROM PANAMA will be bought by Government Farm Bank at prices 
quoted in New York. it is expected that the Indians, once expert at collect— 
ing rubber, again will engage in this work. Experimental stations have devised 
the best method of tapping trees. Home-made equipment for the work costs about 
e500. ‘(N.Y. Times) 


PANAMA GASOLINE IMPORTS DECREASE in February, because of moderate use of auto- 
mobiles under blackout restrictions, tire emergency and increased price of 
gas. (N.Y. Journal of Vommerce) 
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PERU'S SURPLUS COTTON PRESENTS PROBLEM. U.S. could now absorb much larger 
quantities than usual since Peruvien long staple fiber could replace that for- 
merly imported from Egypt and substitution of cotton for silk in hosiery manu- 
facture will expand demand for long staple. If foreign markets cannot be found, 
it has been suggested that surplus be stored by Peruvian Government, and ex- 
ported in post-war period. U.S. should help Peru solve her cotton program in 
view of whole-hearted support accorded at Rio conference. (Editorial, N.Y. 
Journal of Commerce) 


URUGUAY PREPARED TO URGE CONVOYS FOR SHIPPING at coming defense conference. 
Delegates will urge that all inter-American shipving passing stretch between 
Pernambuco, the Brazilian bulge, and Florida be convoyed and that "mosquito 
boats" be detailed to the protective task, (Washington Post) 
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